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l~mwrttinQtoday·~ . . q·iPubNc~(~:~~on~eu. 
Seeks FOCUHd . ~ ,mich, 1m0n11 otherthingt, examines hoW 
to diatribute $2 billion in found for ·the' e-Reh. program. Thee-Rate program currently 
...,....,.. the only .ouree d fMer8l funding llimed at educational ~y .-Mi it critical in 
providing dilcOui1tt to •..aat·~oOI·dietrtcta to ~ affordable t.lecornmurticatJon-and 
lntemet''ecceM. , :. . 

The Mlltanulka-Sulit Borough School Dlatrict (M8880) 1i the Mcond largMt diltrict in the 
ttatedNakaandntllel ·hMVtlyon·tflee..,.programto'diJHved~~~ r~ 
connectMty to b 45 (eoon to be 47) ~.The M8880 it~ by a mix ;J Urban 
anct:~~MID'AlmnllnY;e~mOutaveranna_the ·m•otwett 
Vlfglrw.!t'hWMS&SO....._~~ , N':,...fJii;thiJ.It41Ni.W:Ia 
modema itt·lnteMW'dOMe.-..end pay b portfco_qf,edldy 1.1irf* ~ ~~iij~ ;'.,!J; 
tc*ible fiiW opttcfMitOik to.'ai·Jts IIC:hoc*. w._ now e.·..-~-~~ VMt 
~thanktto:ttw ..... ~. ltlhould~~~-~C*t.fi~~~'* .· 
~~~~-~~~~r,~~~~~~~1-~. ·: .:. · .·. . . 
At·tne.f'C~ ~1brt1Mni'wktU.,_0f, WI ~U to enue -~to~ the 
,~~- tictiied ~~lnO .. ~f\1 twooram that. hM yet to reach ltl,fJJII Pot-ntial. 
E·Rate hat ......S -i~ comerat0ne to ttwi f1IPid and cnmittc expenaion of IChool and libiWy 
connectivity. The current progrwn, while needing eorne matginal updates to ita etructwe. it molt 
atr8ined by increaeing dem.nd for E-RatHupported teMces and perliltently low fundmg. The 
tingle nat effec:tive atep the FCC can take to bolster E-Rate'a current and future aucceu it to 
provide S5 billion in funding, ., amount commenaurat~ with current demMd. ·The final propoaal 
muat Include both~ reatructuring and a permanent incrHie In the program'• 
~ihi'cJP: Guilt~.;_,,~ ot~ withOut programmatic~ 11,~.~·­
lfiM«n.enJ,tncf·:~~~~ ... ~·~·~~ fP~ 
.9.f9.9.f"" 011 .• ~-~~,~~ity ~ f~.. ;" . . .. :' ; . '.. : ·, . ·- · r. ~ .. ,. - ·. :>nt .,r ... rq ~_ ·'J tt , ,. bl.'C; ," , ·:~. ·¥··';? 

• • • •. ,· • ' '"""'" . . · .t · ... 'io V :· .• · ~ • ., • •• 

·TM$2 bm1on (ovet two ~ii·found funding t. ~ Jt:-• *Gn8 ~.f.a. --~~· 
• !llfOCUiilnQ ttw·~on ~two (lnl8mal ~). ~ ~.~-.~ , . 
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level and the inevitable fundktg cHft that will come when the $2 billion is sp8nt down.- tn fact,:the 
moat ....,. appUcatton cycle for E-RIIle (doling March 28, 2014t) totaled more than $2.226 
bfHJon for one ,ear. akudy ·exCMdtng the t2 billon the FCC propoetl for two YMfl. ·.: · 
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It • my hope that the flnlt ~to""- E·RtQ program poaltlon It to continue to fulfill Itt . 
original promise of connectMty in the broader context of equity, 1oeat decilion making, and 
technological neutrality. More tpeelficaUy to the FCC's propoul: 

' . : ·: . 
• Sypport JtcbDQIQgicll fWitflll¥: Technologicll neutrality (allowing a .variety of 

.tech~ ae oppoeed to pretcribing ~ lin*ed number) Md ~~lion~ are 

., e~: LocaiiChOoleystem ~-Hbtary leederln belt poaltioned to know their 
tesptctNe technolog_ical needt, the proCess for implementing the technology plan, and 

· the related cottt. Tech neutrality and local dedtion making empower diltricts like mine 
to maximize the benefit of E-Rite dollara, for connections both to and within schools. 

• Support the effort to lit llidt 2 billion In found fundt for II)ICific &M: The Q0nCept of a 
carve out/let .aide for Priority Two it a good idea if foculed on one-time fundt for 
advancing IChoola to acalable high speed connection to tChooll Md n.ition to VOIP. 
'Ne support thiluse rather than the tradttlonal replacement of tntemal connedJona 
equipment. 

• OppgM any DrOPOJII bt would c:f.iiJriiMI E-Ritl fundipg on tht ba1iJ of a per.gpitl 
<ie. per=ttudtnQ bail: Beyond an inability to recognize high-coat I8Mce f8ctort that 
often impact nnl and .,.It echoola. a '*-capita approach it a step INtaY from E.Rate's 
hJetorical focus on equity. Aa both AASA and AESA wrote In their oommenta, 
"Conc:entnltion of poverty is rdected in the percentage of eligibftity, • oppoeed to a 
straight count of students in powtty. Thlt Ia, 100 low-4noome students in a district of 
1,000 .ltudenta It a different level of poverty than 100 low--Income students in a dietrict of 
10,000. Specific to the idea of • per pupil cap: With a hiltoric foc:ua on concentrlltiona of 
poverty, the very act of diluting funding to a pupil (or <:las. or building) level il 
antithetical to combating concentrations of poverty. tt reftectt the preMnee, but not 
necessarily the concentration, of poverty. Per capita limitl are poor proxies for ensuring 
that funds remain targeted on the needlelt populatJont. • 

• SUpport Y*' Stryi9n: Voice remains ., important E-Rate terVice for achoola and 
libraries. Removing voice aervicei from the eligible aervtcea lilt does not negate my 
dittric:t's very real need for wortdng phones, for everything from simple contact to 
emergency communication. The shift would trant1ate Into inc:reiMd fiscal pressure on 
my district's budget. Rather than eliminating voice, Implement a 3 to 5 year phaM in 
procest thllt allows time for 1ranaition to VOIP and P2 funding to cover the coat. 

• OppoM demonstration prpjtctl wHhln E·Bite fundjna: Any of the pilot project~ siphon 
Hmlted dotlats tlti8Y from the historically over~Ubtcribed E-Rate program. Any inCursiOn 
on the E-rate program- whether it be from a new Mrlk:e, a new claM of appfic:ants, or a 
new program (as the proposed pilot would be) -would signJficantty dettabilze the 
program. 

• SURROrt §DamfiOjng Adminiltrltiyt frocut: sn.nlining d the adminittrattvt Procett 
lnduding online flUng and reduced admlntetnrtivt IMden , • well as allowing for multi· 

. -year appftc8tions.and providing an 'EZ' renewal form for applic;anta making no d\qet 
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The 8Uddtn Iota d funding for voice MMcll would mean a shift of S2..S,5e8 back onto the 
dlltrict't gene~'~~ fund. Although MS8SD hM teellble fll)er connection~, we have not had the 
time or fundtng mow to a VOIP totution for voice catlt. If the FCC it contidetlng making voice 
an Ineligible COlt, It would mike Mnte to do thilln a phaMd approach. Alt:IIIIPPHcants 3-5 
yeart to move to a VOIP IOiution and apply tome cf the 2 blltion in bl1d funcft for Priority 2 
VOIP ....... 

Thank you for contiderlng my NeponM • you move forwlrd with your decilion on the E-Rate 
prograrn. I applaud tM FCC for its continued etrort. to protect the elre8dy overtUbtcrtbed E· 
R8te ~ by enturtnQ the future of th•tucce~~ful progawn. I urge you to aupport lignificant 
increated funding for the E~ progt11m, and to entUN that the program ~ Itt Hmlted 
resources n protected and preserved. 

MatanUika-Susltna Borough School OistJict 
501 N. GulkMa St. 
Palmer, AK 99845 

907.748-9200 

1 See AMNN:SA Joint Ffling, Aug 27, 2013 
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